
BERKELEY POLICE DEPARTMENT 

DATE ISSUED: June 11,2009 

SUBJECT: CROWD MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL 

PURPOSE 

GENERAL ORDER C-64 

1 - The purpose of this Order is to provide policy and procedurai guidance to 
Berkeley Police Department personnel involved in the planning, response, and/or 
deployment of police personnel for crowd situations. 

Mission Statement 

2 - The mission of the Berkeley Police Department in all crowd situations is to 
appropriately manage events with the overall goal of ensuring public safety and 
protecting First Amendment rights of free speech and assembly. 

(a) Appropriate action will be determined by the Incident Commander in the 
field, and will be based on the behavior of the people in the crowd. 

(b) Police action shall be reasonable, intended to prevent lawlessness or 
restore order, and may include responses ranging from no police action to 
full crowd control tactics. 

POLICY 

3 - In the event a crowd situation is determined to be a peaceful protest or 
demonstration, wherein participants are exercisi-ng their rights to free speech in a 
lawful manner, the policy of the Berkeley Police Department shall be to facilitate 
the event to the extent possible. 

4 - In the event that a crowd situation is unlawful, and lack of immediate police 
action to may lead to the escalation of criminal behavior and violence, the 
Berkeley Police Department will take steps to restore order. 

(a) Steps to restore order may include monitoring with minimal police 
presence, a strong police presence, selective arrest of those committing 
crimes, or a dispersal order, if the assembly is unlawful. 

Use of Force 

5 - Employees who employ force in a crowd control situation shall do so in 
conformance with policy set forth in General Order U-2. 

(a) Pain compliance techniques. (e.g., gum nerve, buckle nerve pressure, 
etc.), impact weapons, and chemical agents should not be used on 
persons participating in a crowd situation who are committing an unlawful 
act with passive resistance (e.g., sitting or lying down to block a doorway) 
solely to effectuate a custodial arrest. 
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